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January23,2006

Mr.LesterSnow
Director
Departmen~of terResources
P.O.Box94 36
Sacramen., CA94236-0001

RE:SoUthDeltaImprovementsProgram

TheCaliforniaAssociationof REALTORS@wouldliketo expressoursupportfor the Departmentof WaterResources'
(DWR)SouthDeltaImprovementsProgram(SDIP),a criticalwatersupply,waterqualityandenvironmentalproject
designedto meetCalifornia'sdiversewaterneeds. ThispastOctober,DWRandthe U.S.Bureauof Reclamation

" releaseda draftEnvironmentalImpactReport/Statement(EIR/S)forSDIP,kickingoffanimportantpublicreviewand
commentprocess.

Oneof the manyfunctionsof TheCaliforniaAssociationof REALTORS@is to serveitsmembershipby encouraging
programsandpolicydesignedto promotethe livabilityandqualityof California'scommunitiesandneighborhoods.A
cleanandreliablewatersupplyis thekeyelementindeterminingtheabilityof ourcommunities,farms,environmentand
businessesto prosperandto continueto provideourmemberswiththepleasureandprideof sellingtheCalifornia
Dream.

As youknow,Californiais facinga criticalchallenge:We needa safe,reliableandhighqualitywatersupplyto keepup
withour rapidlyrisingpopulationandfast-growingtrillion-dollareconomy.However,we havelimitedwatersuppliesin
ouraridstate,sowe mustbetterutilizeourexistingwaterresourcesand infrastructure;otherwise,we putour
communities,farms,environmentandbusinessesat greatrisk. Two-thirdsof Californiareceivesitswaterfromthe San
FranciscoBay/Sacramento-SanJoaquinDelta. Givenits importance,we needbetterwaysto managethe Delta'swater
deliverysystem,aswellas thewateritself. Inessence,we needto makeeverydropcount.

SDIPis a responsibleandbalancedplanto betterutilizeand integrateourexistingwatermanagementinfrastructurein
the Delta. Collectively,it will improveourstate'swatersupplyreliability,waterqualityandtheoverallhealthof the Bay-
Deltaecosystem.Wehavethe infrastructureto movethewater,butuntilSDIPis approved,the state'swatermanagers
cannotfullyor responsiblyusetheexistingsystem.
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Wateris the lifebloodof California- criticalto all aspectsof Californialife. It is imperativethatwe havea moreflexible
waterdeliverysystemsothatwe cancontinueto accommodategrowthinourpopulationandeconomywhile relyingon
existingwatersupplies.

086

WestronglysupportSDIPandencourageall keystakeholdersto helpadvancethiscriticallyneededproject.

Thankyou.

Sincerely,~~ElizabethBrode

LegislativeAdvocate .

CaliforniaAssociationof REALTORS@

cc(byfacsimile):Hon.GovernorArnoldSchwarzenegger,(916)445-4633
Mr.RyanBrodderick,Director,CaliforniaDepartmentofFishandGame,(916)653-7387
Mr.MikeChrisman,Secretary,CaliforniaResourcesAgency,(916)653-8102
Mr.JoeGrindstaff,Director,CaliforniaBay-DeltaAuthority,(916)445-7297
Mr.KirkRodgers,RegionalDirector,Mid-PacificRegion,U.S.Bureauof

Reclamation,(916)978-5114
Mr.DanSkopec,DeputyCabinetSecretary,OfficeoftheGovernor,(916)324-6358
Mr.FredAguiar,CabinetSecretary,OfficeoftheGovernor,(916)324-6358


